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Advent Love – 2023 
Matthew 2:1-12 

“Make Room in your Heart for the King” 
December 24, 2023 

 

 

Question of the Day: 

 

Use a color to describe love and why. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________ 

 

Questions to ask yourself: 

 

How might you make room in your heart for Jesus this Christmas Season? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________ 

 

 

In the great Jewish Command, the Shema 

We are commanded to talk about God’s commands 

     

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I 

give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them 

when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when 

you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write 

them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.           - Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

 

 

Make room in your heart for the King 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of 

the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had 

called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what 

the prophet has written:  
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“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 

appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. 

As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when 

it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with 

his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 

route.              - Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Love - the Best Christmas gift of all 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to 

lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and 

sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in 

that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in 

truth.               - 1 John 3:16-18 

 


